
Economic & Commercial Commission Meeting 
January 23, 2017 

 
 

Members Present     Members Not Present 
Curt Fiedler, chairman     Jim Mohler  
Dave Spedale      Robert Workman  
Dino Sanfilippo      Maurice Moore     
Edgar Montalvo 
Chris Shoemaker     Staff  Present     
Yaser Elkayyal      Roger Hopkins, Interim Economic Development Director 
Jay Walsh      Kathy Congreve, Commission Secretary 
Dennis Reidy       
       
Also Present       
Brian Maher, Liaison Trustee            
    
 
 
Chairman Fiedler called the January 23, 2017 Economic & Commercial Commission meeting to order at 6:35 p.m.   
 
There was a motion made by Dave Spedale, seconded by Edgar Montalvo, to approve the minutes from the November 14, 
2016 ECC meeting; motion carried. There was a motion made by Edgar Montalvo, seconded by Dino Sanfillippo, to 
approve the agenda for tonight’s meeting; motion carried. 
 
 
Chairman’s Report – Curt reported that the Mental Health Center property steering process will start back up most likely 
in March, once they finalize a schedule. Farr Associates are taking what they’ve done to date and will retool what they 
have based on the branding survey and will be presenting additional revisions to the Steering Committee and at public 
hearings. It will be a fully public process so that everybody can have input and they are hoping to have the process done 
by July. 
The State has it placed on hold waiting for a decision from Tinley to purchase or not to purchase. 
 
 
Incentive Policy – No updated discussions on the Incentive Policy. 
 
 
May Business Breakfast – The commission is considering Jim Schultz as a replacement for Bill Strauss as the speaker 
for the breakfast. Commissioners were encouraged to offer their input as to whether he would be a good fit, or offer up 
suggestions for other speakers. Curt stated that he knows of some others he could reach out to as an alternate to Jim but 
feels that Jim will have a lot of information to offer after the legislative session. The date of the breakfast will be May 3rd; 
location yet to be confirmed. 
 
 
Staff Report – Roger announced that Patrick Hoban will be the new Economic Development Manager for the Village 
starting February 6th, and that his and Chris Manheim’s interim agreement with the Village will come to an end soon. 
Patrick’s role is somewhat different from Ivan Baker’s Role as the Economic Development Director due to some 
restructuring recommendations and will have someone above him who has not yet been hired. 
 
Roger reviewed with the commission some projects from the past couple of months:  
Referring to the November/December Economic Reports, he stated that they have been spending a lot of time informing 
developers of the opportunities available at the Lincolnway School property (north of Brookside Marketplace on 191st & 
Harlem). Bids open February 15, 2017 and Roger noted that although not all of the land is able to be developed, it is about 
half the price of the Greystone and Demus properties. 
 



There have been no changes on the Kmart site or Tinley Park Plaza vacancies. Primal Cut Steakhouse is getting renovated 
and remodeled and they’re scheduled to open soon. The Historic Vogt Building project still in process; may have more to 
report at the February meeting. They are still working with the sellers of the Greystone and Demus properties along 191st 
Street to help push them towards certain developers. The 36,000 sq. ft. Tinley Corporate Crossings vacancy at 183rd Street 
has a new tenant. Eagle China Buffer is supposed to be reopening. Conigan Partners was to close on the Devon Avenue 
building on February 13th. The vacant Cardinal Fitness space is back on the market now. 
 
Downtown: The Village is actively working with the applicants on the Boulevard South Street project. The Old Bremen 
Cash Store has a project with 37 units above one ground floor commercial space. The North Street project and Central 
Middle School site are still in the concept stage. There is 25-30 acres of commercial development adjoining the proposed 
the residential area on the southwest corner of 191st and 80th Avenue. 
 
 
Trustee Report – Trustee Maher referred to the chart that Roger and Chris put together breaking down the different 
incentives available for potential developments. He asked that all commissioners review those before the next meeting and 
present any thoughts or improvements on how it’s presented or ways to better clarify potential incentives. He hopes to 
discuss that and the Incentive Policy report and Policy Recommendations report from November in more depth at the 
February meeting.  
 
He shared that Sam’s Club has expressed some interest in the old Kmart building. They are in discussion as to what 
potential incentives might be available. Sam’s is also considering other locations for their relocation or expansion so they 
are reviewing what incentives they might qualify for here in order to try to retain them in Tinley Park. 
 
The developer of the potential brew pub in the old Vogt Building downtown will present to finance committee and Village 
Board on (the tentative date of) February 14th. He asked that ECC commissioners try to attend the presentation. 
 
The village has had some discussions with a developer about a potential movie theatre development on the Ryan/DDR 
property (south area of Brookside Marketplace) or other property options in town. 
 
Other Business – A discussion ensued about moving the next regularly schedule ECC meeting to February 27, 2017 so as 
to hold the meeting after the Village meetings regarding the historic Vogt Building and a possible Class 8 request for an 
industrial project. That way the ECC Commission can review and discuss their recommendations for the Village deciding 
on these at the March 7th meeting.  
 
Comments from the Public – A resident asked who the Community Development Reports are generated by and what 
preceded those before May of 2016. Roger stated that he generated many of the reports and was unaware of what was 
available before those because he has only been with the village since July of 2016. 
 
 
There was a motion made by Yaser Elkayyal and seconded by Edgar Montalvo, to adjourn the meeting.  Vote by voice 
call. All were in favor. The meeting was adjourned at 7:15 p.m. 


